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SANTA’S FANTASYLAND 

Karah Bannon and Mateya Schooley both got to tell Santa what they wanted for Christmas this year as the jolly old 
elf visited the Opti-Mist Hall on Thursday night. Santa will be making appearances at the annual Opti-Mist and Opti- 
Mrs. Clubs’ Fantasyland today from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and tomorrow from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. There are plently of activ¬ 
ities for children and crafts for sale at the event. 


Rally being held 
before council 


meeting 

Kris Dub£ 


Supporters of the 
Canadian Motor 

Speedway are hoping the 
Town of Fort Erie will give 
the project its full endorse¬ 
ment at Monday's council- 
in-committee meeting. 

If approved by the local 
government, the project 
will still need to be given 
the green light by the 
regional government at its 
next meeting on Dec. 9th. 

Normally, council meet¬ 
ings are held in the council 
chambers at town hall but 
because a large crowd is 
anticipated, the 

Leisureplex banquet hall 
will be the venue. Before 
the council sessions 
begins, a group of support¬ 
ers will be found at the 
Quarter Mile Restaurant 
and Sports Bar on 


Garrison Road, who plan 
on marching to the meet¬ 
ing in hopes of seeing 
council voting in favour of 
the speedway, to be built 
on 823 acres of land adja¬ 
cent to the QEW between 
Bowen and Gilmore 
Roads. The project is being 
funded by Bayt A1 Mai 
Investments, a subsidiary 
of the Kuwaiti Investment 
Bank. 

The build-out could be 
expanded to about $400 
million considering the 
commercial, industrial and 
educational uses the facili¬ 
ty will have. McMaster 
University has agreed to 
build and operate a 
research and development 
centre at the site if it is 
approved by both the 
municipal and regional 
governments by the end of 
next week. 

continued on page 2 
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Grow 

Your Nest Egg 


Why not try our 5-year Canadian Market Secure GIC. 

; a great way to invest in the market without taking any unnecessary 
Tap into the markets now, while they are on their way up - 
your principal will be 100% guaranteed. 

Talk to us today. 

What’s important to you matters. 
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Rally organizer says too many 
6 mistruths’ circulating about 
speedway project 


Ed Moody, who refers to himself as a 
"retired motorsports historian" says this proj¬ 
ect is what the Canadian auto-racing industry students hoping 
has been waiting for. Although he has just education, 
recently moved to Greater Fort Erie, he feels 
his new place of residence will become an area 
visited by tourists even more than what it 
already' 


Fort Erie for entertainment. At the same time, 
he feels it was also a reason for residents to 
stay in Fort Erie because of the employment 
opportunities it offered, especially for young 
. fund their post-secondary 


"That's exactly what is going to come with 
this speedway," he said. 

Mayor Doug Martin made a similar com¬ 
ment, saying if the speedway is approved many 


PAINTING A CHRISTMAS SCENE 

Ridgeway-Crystal Beach High School students Stephanie DeFreitas, Patricia 
Geerlings, Ashley Benner, Laura Doepping-Schumacher, Emma Cosby and 
Bryanne Martin could be found at Ridgeway IDA last week decorating windows 
in preparation for the upcoming Christmas season. 


"If this speedway is approved, there will be students will be able to find employment right 

a lot of people attracted to the area," said ’ ' ’ ' ' J '- , . 

Moody, who spent many years as a freelance 
motor sports writer for Sun Media and worked summer to save enough money to go to univer- 
at Mosport Speedway in Bowmanville since sity," said Martin. 

the 1960’s. The mayor will not be present at the meet- 

He feels that aren't enough people address- ing as he will be travelling to Switzerland for a 
ing the "mistruths" that have appeared in local discussion on refugees, hosted by the United 
newspapers. One submission suggests there Nations. Even though he will not be there, he 
will be out of control tailgate parties that will says it is still very important to "hear from 




and says "someone is confusing 
game with a car race." 

Reminiscing about the Crystal Beach 
Amusement Park era, Moody said this was a 
time when people travelled from all 


football who will be directly impacted by it. 

"And you also have those looking at this as 
an opportunity for employment while putting 
Fort Erie on the map," said Martin. 

As of Friday, 25 people have registered tc 


Ward 1 Coun. Sandy Annunziata. 

The rally at the Quarter Mile is 
scheduled to start at 4 p.m. and will 






























News 


Olympic torch set to 
arrive on Dec. 21st 


The Olympic torch relay could be 
considered the biggest feel-good story 
in the country right now and in about 
two weeks. Fort Erie will be a part of 
that story. 

The famous flame will arrive in 
town on Dec. 21st at approximately 
8:45 a.m. and will then proceed along 
an undetermined route through Fort 
Erie, finishing at 9:45 a.m. 

Due to rules instilled by the 
Vancouver Organizing Committee, a 
precise route cannot be released until 
14 days before the date of the relay. 

A "community stop" has been 
scheduled for approximately 9:10 a.m. 
on Jarvis Street and the Town of Fort 
Erie is encouraging residents and busi¬ 
nesses to be a part of this special occa¬ 
sion, where the torch will be greeted 
by mayor Doug Martin. 

One person who will be handing off 
the torch is Francis Garwe, a client of 
the Fort Erie Multicultural Centre. 

Although he won't be physically 
carrying the torch in Fort Erie, he is 
proud to be a part of the town he has 
called home for the last year and half 
since immigrating from Zimbabwe. 

Last year, Garwe entered an online 
competition hosted by RBC Canada 
to become a volunteer in the torch 
relay. Fie immediately knew this was 
something that interested him. He 
applied, explaining the hardships he 


went through in his native country and 
what it took to come to a free country 
like Canada. 

"I just gave them a brief history of 
where I came from and the circum¬ 
stances that lead me to Canada," said 
Garwe who also competed in the elite 
Dallas White Rock marathon in Texas 
five years ago. He also included in his 
application that he is extremely proud 
to be a Canadian citizen and that there 
is no other country in the world he 
would rather represent. 

"Whether that sounded like a 
catchphrase...I'm not sure, but it 
worked," he laughed. 

Garwe has done some travelling 
around the province and hopes to see 
as much of Canada he possibly can. 
But when he landed at the Peace 
Bridge Newcomers Centre and set up 
shop here in Fort Erie, he knew this is 
the place he wanted to stay in. 

"I decided to pitch my tent here 
and never thought of going anywhere 
else," said Garwe. 

Martha Mason, executive director 
of the Fort Erie Multicultural Centre 
said she is very proud of Garwe for his 
progress with adapting to Canadian 
culture and that he will experience 
something as grand as carrying the 
Olympic torch. 

"I t hink it's fabulous...we're very 
excited," she said. 

The Times will keep its readers 
informed about more precise details 
relating to the relay's route when they 
are made available. 



ARTISTS SHOWCASE THEIR TALENT 

Jann Nicolas stands beside one of the Fort Erie Art Council’s paintings on display inside their gallery in 
Ridgeway. In an effort to raise awareness for The Spirit of Christmas festival taking place this weekend 
in downtown Ridgeway, every $20 spent at the gallery will enter customers’ names into a draw for a gift 
basket. The gallery s located at the From Cover to Cover Bookstore on Ridge Road. 

Truck stop robbed at gunpoint 

On Wednesday, at approximately 4 a.m., The first suspect is described as a white male, 
Niagara Regional Police responded to the Fort 19 to 26 years of age, 5'9 with a slim build. He 
Erie Truck and Travel Plaza located at 1637 was wearing a dark jacket with a hood, jeans, 
Pettit Road for a reported robbery. black gloves and wore a black balaclava 

Investigation revealed a lone male suspect throughout the robbery. The second suspect was 
entered the convenience store and approached only observed driving, wearing a lighter 
the clerk brandishing a gun. The suspect coloured hooded sweatshirt or jacket and a 
demanded cash from the clerk who complied black balaclava. 

with the order. The suspect then fled the store to Anyone with information about this robbery 
an awaiting vehicle driven by a second suspect. is urged to contact the Niagara Regional Police 

Uniform officers from No. 5 District were on at (905) 688-4111 ext. 2300. To leave an anony- 
scene within minutes and located the vehicle, a mous tip or information, call (800) 222-TIPS, 
white Dodge Caravan, unoccupied a 
short distance away. The vehicle had 
been stolen from Welland sometime 
during the night. Police believe the 
suspects entered a second vehicle in 
the area of Pettit and Bowen Roads, 
making good on their escape. 


Ridgeway 

Lions i|pf 

OraCare Dental 

(formerly Peace Bridge Dental Care) 

Dr. Siao Welcomes Two New Associates 

Corner of Gorham Road fr Dominion Road 
(behind Sexsmith Car Salesj^^- 

• Emergencies seen on the same day 

• We are now accepting new patients 

• Extended evening and weekend hours 

• In office Dental Discount Program 

*1 

IK 

Everyday kh. 

9 a.m.-8 p.m. e 'S? 

Both long & short 
needle trees available. 

Ranging from 3 ft. - 7 

All proceeds to bed charities . 

Fort Erie Location Niagara Falls Location 

905 - 871-5556 905 - 371-8885 

749 Garrison Road 7555 Montrose Road (Niagara Square Mall) 

* No Spaghetti Dinner 

Next Dinner Jan. 21* L, - — 


L ions Club of Fo rt Erie 

Att-lfwr&iMrSat Vcwta. “DutM&t 
Mjf k> ^ Friday, December ll'\ 2009 

Lions Seniors Centre at 
265 High Street from 5 pm- 7 pm 
• Adults *8.00 
• Children no & under) *4.00 
7V& fojte to- tfoti tfane 
SveufdKe 'Welcattte, 



meals 

b on wheels 


FROZEN FOOD PROGRAM 


Our Spring Menu is in effect now!! 

Choose your own meals for $5.50 


(905)871-9366 
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News 


Arrests made during RIDE spot check 

Following the Buffalo Bills' 31-14 win over 65 law enforcement officers took part in the ini- 
the Miami Dolphins on Sunday, Canadian fans tiative conducted by the Niagara Regional 
were greeted at the Peace Bridge by the largest Police, Ontario Provincial Police, Royal 
RIDE spot check in the country for 2009. Canadian Mounted Police, Niagara Parks Police 

Being referred to as the " festive season" blitz, and Canadian Border Services Agency. Between 

the hours of 3 to 
8:30 p.i 


Reason to switch #27: 


My life doesn't 
stop at 5 p.m. 



OPEN 8 

'TIL LATE 


Switch your chequing account to 
TD Canada Trust and experience 
the comfort of up to $250 cash. 1 


There are so many reasons to switch to 
TD Canada Trust. You can switch for branches 
that are open earlier, open later, and open 
longer. You can switch for convenient branch locations—over 
1,100 of them. You can switch to the bank that's been ranked 
Highest in Customer Satisfaction by J.D. Power and Associates 
among the Big Five Retail Banks. 2 You can also switch to a bank 
that has Small Business Banking Specialists to give you the 
advice you need. And right now, you can switch for up to $250 
cash—just a little help from TD Canada Trust. It all adds up to 
one thing: getting your banking going in the right direction. 


ESI 


Canada Trust 


Visit a branch, 

www.tdcanadatrust.com/reasons 
or call 1-800-281-6562 today. 


'Condons apply. See us far detoils. Offer ends Detente 31,2009 but moy be thonged, extended or withdrawn ot any h'me without notice. 
ID Canada Trust received the Nghest numerical score among the big five retail banks in the proprietary J.D. Power and Assodoles 2006 - 2009 
Canadian Refad Banking Customer Satisfaction Sfady s *. 2009 study based on 12,555 total responses measuring 5 honks. Proprietary study 
i surveyed in March - June 2009. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. 


5365 vehicles were 
stopped and 
checked for driv¬ 
ers under the 
influence of alco¬ 
hol. During these 
hours, 69 roadside 
screening tests 
were administered 
on motorists, 
resulting in three 
arrests for 

impaired driving 
or being over the 
legal limit. Five 
drivers had their 
driver's licenses 
suspended for 
three days also. 

Officers also 
issued 10 provin¬ 
cial offence 
notices for a vari¬ 
ety of highway 
traffic act viola¬ 
tions. A stun gun 
was also discov¬ 
ered in one of the 
inspected vehicles, 
leading to one 
person's arrest for 
possession of a 
prohibited 
weapon. 



Do You Remember? 

Another full house! Thanks to all Mullin, Rhonda Maracle-Gerritson 
the people who called in to let us know and Tamara Zahn. 
the names of all these public speaking Let's keep up the winning streak 

winners from Fort Erie Senior with this week's photo. The only name 
Elementary School, 1981. L-R: we have is Tom Insinna and the date is 
Alexandra Pike, Kevin Kormos and May 1,1974. If you can provide any 
Marie Lyons. Our identifiers are: Ethel information, please call the Museum 
Jacobi, Mami Gautier, Deborah at 894-5322 or send an email to muse- 
Battani, Kevin Kormos, George um@forterie.on.ca. 

Town gets started on 2010 budget 

Let the budget process begin. to a lean 2.58 per cent. 

On Wednesday, The Town of Fort Set aside at the moment for com- 
Erie held its first meeting related to munity planning and development is 
the 2010 budget. $440,000 and for the Fort Erie Fire 

Given its first approval was the Department $125,000. 

Town’s $9,636,000 capital budget, In the infrastructure services 
which is 54 per cent of the munidpali- department there are 14 multi-compo- 
ty’s entire budget for the year. nent projects being initiated by the 

Going into the meeting, a projected current budget. The most costly of 
5.67 increase on the general tax levy them all is a reconstruction of Winger 
was projected. But after the re-allocat- Road in Stevensville. The project is 
ing $509,000 worth of gaming revenue expected to cost $1.4 million and will 
to reserves, compensating for short- be funded with $798,000 from devel- 
falls in development charges and per- opment charges and $602,000 from gas 
mit fees through last year’s budget, the taxes incurred by ratepayers, 
projected increase has been trimmed Grants from the federal, provincial 
and federal gov¬ 
ernments make up 
$2,130,000 of the 
overall budget 
currently sitting at 
$9,636,000. 

The capital 
budget still needs 
final approval 
from the mayor 
and council 

through by-law. 

The next meet¬ 
ing will be January 
20th, where the 
Fort Erie Public 
Library and Fort 
Erie Economic 
Development and 
Tourism 
Corporation's 
budgets will be 
brought to the 
table. 


ATTENTION NEW DRIVERS: 

GET YOUR G1 LICENCE NOW!!! 

Trip to Toronto Drive Test Centre Planned For 

Thursday. December 10 t h 

Depart from Gord’s at 8:00 am 
Return approx. 2:30 pm 

*50.00 per student for bus • *125.00 M.T.O. Licencing Fee 

CaU GORD’S today at 905-894-9041 

to reserve your seat 

Don’t Wait For The End Of The Strike! 

Let Us Get You There! 


GORD’S 

FORT ERIE DRIVING SCHOOL 
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News 


Mayor visits Newcomers 
Centre before United 
Nations discussion on 
refugee urbanization 


Kris Dube 
Times Staff 


The Peace Bridge Newcomers 
Centre started as a vision of five 
local families almost 30 years ago 
and can now be considered a model 
for welcoming new citizens into the 
country. 

Due to increasing numbers, 
these five families incepted the 
Fort Erie Multicultural Centre in 
1992 as a means to better serve 
those immigrating from foreign 
countries, looking for opportunity 
in Canada. 

The refugee processing unit 
opened its doors in 2007 and since 
then has continued to receive and 
serve refugees at the Peace Bridge, 
the most frequently used on-land 
port of entry in Canada. 

Statistically, the Pearson Airport 
in Toronto is the busiest port of 
entry for newcomers to Canada. 

On Tuesday, mayor Doug Martin 
met with employees of the centre 
and representatives from the Fort 
Erie Multicultural Centre before 
embarking on a trip to to Geneva, 
Switzerland to discuss the urban¬ 
ization of refugees and the chal¬ 
lenges they face when entering a 


new country. 

In an invitational letter written 
by the United Nations’ high com¬ 
missioner for refugees Antonio 
Guterres, it is pointed out that 15.2 
million refugees are currently liv¬ 
ing in urban areas. 

“Urbanization will continue to 
encourage growing numbers for 
refugees, internally displaced per¬ 
sons and returnees to gravitate 
towards cities around the globe, 
both large and small,” wrote 
Guterres in his letter. 

Martin said he is looking for¬ 
ward to his trip and is honoured to 
showcase the hard work of the Fort 
Erie Multicultural Centre and for¬ 
mer mayor Wayne Redekop. 

“This has become the model for 
refugees coming to Canada,” said 

He said refugees coming to 
Canada seemingly adapt to a dif¬ 
ferent culture rather quickly 
because in many cases they arrive 
from a city with a population close 
to all of Canada. 

In Fort Erie, it is easier for them 
because it is a much smaller scale 
than what they are used to in their 
home countries. 

“Because we’re a smaller com¬ 
munity, people integrate a little bi 
faster,” said Martin. 


THE SPORTING CLUBS OF NIAGARA 

GUN SHOW 

Friday, Dec. 11 th , 2009 

6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Merritton Community Centre 
7 Park Ave., St. Catharines 

Guns, Knives, Hunting Supplies, Militaria 

Admission $4 For information or tables call Rick 905-227-0724 





Mayor Doug Martin with Maria Londonos and Leonas Rackauskas at the Peace Bridge Newcomers 
Centre on Tuesday. This weekend, Martin will be embarking on a trip to Switzerland to participate in 
discussions about urbanization of refugees and different humanitarian challenges. 



Double Baked Potatoes 
v — Vegetables • Garden Salad 
gNR ’ f .» Fried Seafood Mix 

rfltf Fresh Fruit • Tartufo 

£ Rolls, Butter& Pizza Bread 
Coffee & Tea 

^ Family style dinner 

■"'Vtegj 9 catered by Maria’s Catering 
'** ^ Dancing 9 pm until ? • DJ Music 

Advance tickets ^75 00 per person 
(all inclusive) 

x _ until December 26, 

._„ ^after December 26" 1 *80 00 («o refunds) 

?C 7* Contact: Tolly 905 ' 871 ' 4511 ' Nino 905-871-6886 

^ ‘hilo Canadian Club 

*1101 DiPietro Street, Fort Erie 
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AROUND TOWN 


Last Friday, a “stache bash” was held at Madison’s Pub where a group of 
Canadian Border Services Agency officers and members of the Niagara 
Regional Police raised $400 for Wellspring Niagara on top of the $3,200 
raised for prostate cancer research during ‘‘Movember.” 




Crowd at council meeting 
needs to listen to both sides 
of argument 

It’s safe to safe to say many people around town have strong feel¬ 
ings about the idea of the Canadian Motor Speedway. 

On Monday night, a lot of these individuals and groups will be in 
attendance at the council-in-committee meeting, being held at the 
Leisureplex banquet hall. 

As of yesterday, 25 people have registered as delegates at the 
meeting, some of whom will be speaking in support of the project 
and some in strong opposition, 

No matter what your stance is on the issue, you need to be 
respectful of the venue in which you will be speaking. 

There will likely be many people at the meeting who have never 
been to a municipal council meeting before, therefore we hope peo¬ 
ple will be on their best behaviour. 

When someone at the podium says something you don’t agree 
with...keep your thoughts to yourself, as hard as that might be. 

Don’t shout obscenities when someone is addressing the council, 
or even when a member of council is addressing one of the dele¬ 
gates. 

This is probably the biggest issue this town is facing right now 
and there are several people on both sides of the argument. 

Be respectful of everyone no matter what their feelings are, even 
if they are contrary to what you think. 

Take the time to realize everyone’s concerns are valid and not 
just your own. 



Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow... but not too much 



Reporter's 

Notebook 


By Matt2>ay 


So, who’s ready to complain? 

Apparently everyone has an opin¬ 
ion about snow. 

My Facebook home page is riddled 
with status updates. 

“Already hating winter” says one, 
while a few minutes later a post comes 
up saying “dear snow: I LOVE 
YOU!” 

Yes, it took a while, but the first 
glimpse of our great Fort Erie winters 
has arrived. 

It’s always a bittersweet moment - 
granted more bitter than sweet for me 
- when the winter jacket becomes a 
necessity. I actually still have yet to 
find my snow brush for my car, so on 
Friday morning I could be seen, arm 
fully extended, wiping off the wet 
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snow that covered my car in the drive- 

Ugh. The thought of it makes me 

I know there are a lot of winter 
enthusiasts out there who thrive on 
the many activities the season brings. 
From what I hear, there are some fine 
slopes, hills, trails and outdoor skating 
rinks to utilize. 

Unfortunately I don’t belong in 
that group of enthusiasts, but I’m also 
not one to complain. I’m guilty of still 
sometimes finding my inner child and 
heading on over to Douglas Hill or 
starting a miniature snowball fight 
among friends. 

We live in this area for a reason. It’s 
because we can experience the best of 
both seasons, even if one of those sea¬ 
sons only lasts a few weeks in August. 

The point I’m trying to make here 
is that no matter what, inclement 
weather is inevitable and it’s time to 
change our ways. 

With ice and snow comes slippery 
roads. The first major snowfall is 
always a challenge to drivers who 
aren’t used to the slick roads and it 
seems we have to constantly reiterate 
the fact you can’t drive like you do in 


the summer. 

Coming into work on Friday morn¬ 
ing, there were reports of accidents all 
over Fort Erie and the Queen 
Elizabeth Way. These accidents can 
usually be avoided if the lead foot is 
eased up and the attention remains 
solely on what you should be doing- 
driving. 

With the new handheld device law 
in effect for drivers, it should hopeful¬ 
ly reduce the amount of accidents this 
year by getting people to lay off then- 


cell phones until it’s safe to do so. 

It’s not just driving habits that peo¬ 
ple will have to change. It’s a lot of the 
little things. 

For instance, the snowing ripple 
effect even trickles down to your 
morning routine, forcing you to get up 
earlier to prepare for the day. 

Ahh,‘tis the season. 

If you would like to leave me 
feedback, call me at 905-871-3100 ext. 
208 or e-mail me at mday@forteri- 
etimes.com 


The Times Letters Policy 

The Times welcomes letters to the editor, commenting on local 
issues. Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and should 
be no longer than 200 words. Send them to: Letters to the Editor, 
The Times, 1-450 Garrison Rd., Fort Erie, ON, L2A 1N2. Letters 
can also be faxed to 905-871-5243, or emailed to editorial@forteri- 
etimes.com. Letters must include the author’s name, address, and 
a daytime telephone number for verification purposes. Unsigned 
or anonymous letters will not be published. The Times reserves 
the right to edit letters for length,clarity and for reasons of libel 
and good taste. The opinions expressed in 
letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The 
Times, its staff or management. 












Reader not impressed with NHS’s 
idea of public information 


The NHS is following the steps of 
the LHIN by having pen house infor¬ 
mation sessions in Port Colbome and 
Fort Erie, last week. 

Displays of drawings were set up 
showing the new St. Catharines hospi¬ 
tal, as well as the renovations to be 
done in Port Colbome but the Fort 
Erie presentation showed no great 
plans. For two days prior to the Fort 
Erie presentation many large moving 
trucks were seen pulling into the hos¬ 
pital dock area and when asked what 
they were carrying they said files. 
Does many moving vans and cube 
vans full of files and lab slides etc., 
mean they are now changing us into a 
storage building that will have chronic, 
ALC patients, plus, of course, our 48 
hour beds and U.C.C.? 

The information session was 
manned by members of the NHS, who, 
as usual, gave us their version of public 
information. They are well trained in 
“Political Speak” and can deliver mis¬ 
leading information without blinking. 
One instance of this is when asked 
about patients being reclassified to 
Alternate Level of Care - Chronic, 
one month after the closing of acute 
care beds, and being charged a sur¬ 
charge. The answer was that, no it did 
not happen, and the only patients 
being charged the surcharge were 
those waiting for placement in a 
Nursing Home. 

Go to the hospital and see for 
yourself just how many of those 
patients (clients, or whatever the new 
phrase is) are from our area, and how 
many are from St. Catharines or 
Niagara Falls., being sent here to wait 
for placement in a nursing home. Is 
this a scam by the NHS to move the 
funding to another agency, so that 


their already over spent budget, will 
not look so bad? 

We are sending out an Internet 
petition requesting the Ministry of 
Health to appoint an interim Manager 
to manage the finances of the NHS 
until a full investigation can be under¬ 
taken. How can the NHS have a 
Capital Deficit of over 100 million dol¬ 
lars and be building a 1.5 billion dollar 
hospital. It will likely cost that by the 
time they finish it off inside. Did they 
not see the traffic congestion and need 
to widen the roads near it, and now 
they have to expropriate 14 houses 
and incur massive infrastructure and 
road construction costs. We, the tax 
payers, cannot continue to pay for 
needless spending during a financial 

Ms. Sevenpifer suggested to me 
that we channel our energies and 
strength into not fighting them, as they 
were not the enemy, but should be 
helping them to raise money. Well 
after giving it much thought. I have 
come up with a plan! Ms. Sevenpifer 
earns aprox. $7,000.00 per week and 
many of her board members and key 
personnel who are on the “sunshine” 
list make well over $2000.00 per week. 
One of our local LHIN personnel, list¬ 
ed on the 2008 sunshine list, earns 
$5,131.37 per week. All of these high¬ 
ly paid dedicated people, could in good 
faith donate, to the cause they so 
believe in, and who is paying them. 
The yearly wages of just two of the 
many highly paid personnel came up 
to $577,265.10. If the NHS and the 
LHIN on the sunshine list donated 10 
to 15% of their wages back to the 
Niagara Health System our delict 
would be cut dramaticly and over a 
period of a few years be manageable. 



“The sun. Although 
I’m not in favour of the 


“I actually like the snow 
and cold weather. It 
ns this time of year 


1 the house all the ti 


brings people together.” I know I still have to 


—What do you think ?— 

E-mail: editorial@forterietimes.com or call 905-871-3100, ext. 207 


Race dates will be minimal, along with noise impact 


Dear Editor, 

After reading numerous letters and finding a 
flyer in my mailbox regarding the proposed 
Motor Speedway, I felt I needed to respond to 
some of the issues being raised. 

Yes, this is a 'Nascar Style' speedway, and if 
anyone follows Nascar like I do, they would 
know that they already race 39 weekends out of 
their schedule which begins in February and 
ends in November. So, If Nascar does come to 
Fort Erie, which wouldn't be for years anyway, it 
would only be once a year, if that. 

Nascar is about the only caliber racing other 
than Formula 1, that would attract 65 000 or 
more race fans. The track is also pla nnin g to be 
used for testing and driving schools which does 


not draw hardly any fans. 

As for traffic tie-ups lasting 3 to 4 hours and 
exhaust fumes, has anyone driving on the QEW 
lately? That traffic lasts all day, 7 days a week, 365 
days a year and there a huge number of houses 
being built right along the highway for miles. 

months, so this supposed influx of traffic would 
only be on a few weekends for a few months in 
the summer. Kind of like the number of cars that 
cross the Peace Bridge every long weekend. 

As far as the excruciating noise goes, a race 
only lasts about 4 hours in the afternoon, and 
there is a noise by-law in Fort Erie and the sur¬ 
rounding areas. 

Kerri Daubney 
Fort Erie 



Attention All Parents: Get Your Child’s Super Saver Passbook Today! 

Fort Erie Credit Union invites you to visit either of our branches to r-Q*. k f rf 

become part of our Super Saver’s Club and pick up your free children’s ^ uo ** * 

Passbook. Each month your child will have a new page to colour and tODT rpi t? credit 
will receive a sticker for every $10 deposit made into their account! rUK I C KI C union 

Let’s Make Saving Fun. s ssr "ZZZIZ' sbst- 
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(905)871-1600 • Fax (905) 871-4022 • www.torterie-on.ca 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 AM 
Our Focus: Your Future 



PUBLIC NOTICE 


(1) NO OVERNIGHT PARKING ON STREETS 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS: In an effort to keep the streets free of vehicles during the 
winter months for snowplowing and sanding operations, residents are reminded that no over¬ 
night parking is permitted. 

Traffic By-law No. 2000-89, Section 205 provides that “No person shall park a vehicle or permit 
a vehicle to remain parked” on any street in Town “between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. 
on any day during the months of November, December, January, February and March.”. 

The Town’s By-law Enforcement Officers will be exercising vigilant enforcement of By-law No. 
2000-89. Your vehicle will be issued a parking ticket and could be towed, at your expense, if 
found in violation of the by-law. 

Enguiries may be directed to the Town's By-law Enforcement Officers by calling (905) 871-1600, 
Extension 2216(Geoff Stephenson) or Extension 2215 (Jack Cox). 

Carolyn J. Kett, A.M.C.T., Town Clerk, Town of Fort Erie 


(2) PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

FORT ERIE 
SKATEPARK 

The Town of Fort Erie and Fort Erie Skatepark Committee invite you to attend a Public Open 
Flouse regarding the proposed design of the Fort Erie Skatepark, on 

Wednesday December 16, 2009 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Town Hall Atrium 
1 Municipal Centre Drive 

In the summer of 2009, the Town secured Federal and Provincial Recreation Infrastructure 
Funding necessary to proceed with construction of the Fort Erie Skatepark at the Town Flail/ 
Leisureplex Complex. The design of the skatepark is now underway, by LANDinc SPORT and 
renowned skatepark designer Jim Barnum of Spectrum Skatepark Creations. The design of 
the skatepark will be based upon ideas generated by Fort Erie youth, at a Youth Design 
Workshop conducted in early November 2009. The skatepark is scheduled to be constructed 
by the late fall of 2010. 

Concepts for the Skatepark will be presented at the Public Open Flouse. Your input is impor¬ 
tant and will help determine how this park serves the future needs of the community. Town 
staff and the project consultant will be in attendance to discuss the park concepts and to 
answer any questions. 

For more information contact Signe Flansen, Manager of Parks and Open Space Development 
at 905 871-1600 ext. 2506 or shansen@forterie.on.ca. 


(3) NOTICE OF COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE MEETING 

TO CONSIDER THE CANADIAN MOTOR SPEEDWAY APPLICATION 


DATE: MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009 FILE #: 350309-0311 & 350302-0061 

PLACE: LEISUREPLEX BANQUET HALL 

3 MUNICIPAL CENTRE DRIVE, FORT ERIE TIME: 6:00 P.M. 



HOW TO REGISTER AS A DELEGATION 

To speak in front of Council on December 7,2009, prior to the Council making a decision on the applica¬ 
tion, you must register as a delegation. Delegations must register before 3:00 p.m. on the day of the meet¬ 
ing. To register contact the Clerk’s office at 905-871-1600 ext. 2236/2212. If possible, the Clerk would 
appreciate a copy of your written presentation. We also encourage one spokesperson to speak on behalf 
of an organization/group/neighbourhood. 

NOTE: Delegations are limited to 10 minutes. 

AUDIO/VISUAL PRESENTATIONS: If you are making a presentation to Council with audio/visual needs, 
please advise the Clerk’s Department when you register. 

MORE INFORMATION 

For further information on the Canadian Motor Speedway Application please contact Joe Mrozek, Manger 
of Development Approvals at (905) 871-1600 at extension 2502 or Kira Dolch, Senior Development 
Planner at extension 2507. The Town's Recommendation Report will be made available to the public on 
December 4,2009 through the Town's Community and Development Services Department and will also be 
available on the Town’s Web Site: www.town.forterie.on.ca. 
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News 


Hudak discusses HST 
and Conservative 
economic growth plan 

Kris Dube 
Times Staff 


Leader of the Ontario 
Progressive Conservative Party 
and Fort Erie native Tim Hudak 
says Dalton McGuinty’s plans for 
the Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) is 
a direction that “will kill jobs.” 

Hudak visited his hometown last 
week to discuss the PCs’ economic 
growth plan, responding to what 
Hudak feels is a failed attempt by 
the current provincial government 
to accommodate Ontario and even 
specifically Niagara’s changing 
economy. 

The Liberals plan to blend its 
eight per cent provincial sales tax 
with the federal government’s 
goods and services, which Hudak 
feels will cause a substantial 
amount of financial grief for peo¬ 
ple when they purchase gas for 
their cars, heat their homes, or get a 
haircut. 

Referring to the Liberals’ 
method as nothing but a tax grab, 
he said more public consultation 
should be offered when it comes to 
the process. 

“The PC caucus has been fight¬ 
ing not only the tax grab but fight¬ 
ing for the opportunity for the tax¬ 
payers who will foot the bill to 
have their say in public hearings,” 
Hudak told the Times. 

Choosing a local business in his 
hometown, Alfred Beam 
Excavating, was an easy decision 
he said because it’s always nice to 
come back home, but more impor¬ 
tantly because he wants small busi¬ 
ness to return as the “engine of job 
growth” in small communities all 
over the province, not just Fort 
Erie. 

“But I’m also concerned about 
the number of issues Fort Erie 
businesses need to deal with from 
border issues to the declining 
Ontario economy, to uncertainty 
around the racetrack and local hos¬ 
pital,” said Hudak. 

He claims his party’s small busi- 


“The components of our PC plan for 
small business are straightforward, prac- 

business sector as the growth engine of 
our economy. Removing these barriers to 
growth will allow small businesses to do 
what they do best... create jobs. ” 


■ Tim Hudak 


ness jobs plan contains practical 
and affordable ideas that will boost 
Niagara’s economy and create jobs 
immediately. 

“The components of our PC 
plan for small business are straight¬ 
forward, practical ideas to re-estab¬ 
lish Ontario’s small business sector 
as the growth engine of our econo¬ 
my. Removing these barriers to 
growth will allow small businesses 
to do what they do best... create 
jobs,” he said. 

Kim Craitor, member of provin¬ 
cial parliament for Fort Erie, 
Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the- 
Lake said one recourse Hudak’s 
party has is using all the tools it 
already has in the Conservative 
federal government like minister of 
finance Jim Flaherty, federal minis¬ 
ter of industry Tony Clement or 
minister of transport, infrastruc¬ 
ture and communities John Baird, 
all of whom Craitor says have ties 
to Hudak. 

“Just go over and tell them if 
you don’t think it is right and if 
they don’t put it through at the fed¬ 
eral level, it will never happen,” 
said Craitor referring to the ways 
and means motion brought up in 
the House of Commons on 
Thursday, which now puts the con¬ 
troversial issue into the federal 
government’s hands and not 
Ontario’s. Second and third read¬ 
ing still need to be passed by the 
Canadian government for it to 
advance. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
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For your 
convenience, 


? %Jirisfrria& 

S/r/y 

XjliemafmyTMA 


ft' 


^Times 


Remember your 
loved ones this 
Christmas with an 
In Memoriam. 

Our special 
memoriam pages 
will be printed 
on Saturday, 
December 19 th , 
2009. 


Memoriam Verses 
ire available at the 
Classified counter. 
Be sure to 
have your copy 
and photo 
(if desired) 
to The Times 
no later than 
Tuesday, 
December 15 th 


Please note: 

if you previously ran a photo with your 
In Memoriam, the photo will have to be 
re-submitted and all ads 
require prepayment. Thank you 
450 Garrison Road, Unit 1 

905-871-3100 • Fax 905-871-5243 |^] 8® |g 


Local counselling ministry 
serving 100 families this 
Christmas 


profit organizations have been 
working tirelessly on for the last 
month or more. 

"Everybody wants to do some¬ 
thing for Christmas and this is just 
what we've done with our clients," 
said Beroud. 

Any food that is left over and 
doesn't end up going to one of the 
families who are served by the 
SNLC will be carried over to 
another local charity like 
Community Outreach Program 
Erie (COPE). 

"All our excess will be given to 
others doing similar things," said 
Beroud. 

Gary Ashenden, volunteer and 
food drive co-ordinator is thankful 
for the campaign's sponsor 
Riverside Community Church and 
says "the need for food is huge." 

He says it's great to see how 
many people go out of their way 
for others at Christmas, but hopes 
this trend will continue well into 
the new year and then some. 

"We'd like to see food come in 
on a continuous basis somehow, so 
we can keep the shelves at the cen¬ 
tre somewhat full," said Ashenden. 

The SNLC will be picking up 
food in Crescent Park from 9 a.m. 
until about noon. 

Anyone who would like to 
donate to the cause can call the 
SNLC at (905) 871-0236. 


South Niagara Life Centre executive director Martha Beroud, left, and volunteer Gary Ashenden and 
some Christmas boxes they hope the community will help fill with goods for needy families. 


People living in the Crescent 
Park area are being targeted for 
the South Niagara Life Centre 
(SNLC)'s 16th annual food drive. 

Starting at 9 a.m. today, volun¬ 
teers with the local counselling 
ministry will be visiting homes in 
the area to pick up bags dropped 
off earlier this week. 

The only difference is that they 
are hoping the bags are full of food 
and not empty like when they were 
dropped off. 

The SNLC has over 100 families 
registered for the food drive and 
executive director Martha Beroud 
says it feels good to be able to 
make someone's Christmas better, 
something many agencies and non- 


Warm Up To 


170 Ridge Rd„ Ridgeway 

Amtuiaiwnm 995 894-6055 


Teen Clothing 
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News 


Friends of Fort Erie’s Creeks receives much needed funding 


Matt Day 


The Friends of Fort Erie 
Creeks are hoping to get out 
into the community a little bit 

The non-profit organization 
recently received an endow¬ 
ment fund through the 
Niagara Community 

Foundation allowing them to 
purchase some equipment to 
make daily operations at the 
Thompson Road building a lot 

The club has about 30 vol¬ 
unteer members and has been 
in existence since 1989. 
Throughout the years they 
have relied on bingo funds and 
other grants to keep the group 
dedicated to the restoration 
and preservation of Fort Erie’s 
many creeks alive. 

Their latest donation 


received has allowed them to 
purchase a spectrophotometer 
and a water quality sonde. 

Yvonne Hopkins, project 
co-ordinator said the equip¬ 
ment upgrade was needed in 
able to be more efficient. 

“The beautiful thing now is 
that everything is all comput¬ 
erized. It’s not nearly as time 
consuming to conduct tests 
which allows us to do more.” 

She said a test that would 
have taken the group hours 
to do has been cut down to 
minutes. 

The sonde, a $14,000 “magic 
wand” as Hopkins describes it, 
works by being dipped into 
water, allowing it to collect 
data such as phosphate levels. 

The spectrophotometer, 
worth about $3,000, reads dif¬ 
ferent bacteria and chemicals 
in water by measuring light 
rays. 

The Friends of Fort Erie 


Creeks also received a Trillium 
grant to go towards expanding 
public awareness and reaching 
out to students. 

Hopkins said she plans on 
getting the youth more 
involved and wants to tie in 
some of the work they do with 
school curriculums. 

“We want students to think 
that small actions do mean big 
changes and maybe they will 
pass on that information to 
other students.” 

Hopkins said the group is 
always looking for new mem¬ 
bers to take part in their 
monthly speaker series, shore¬ 
line cleanups and environmen¬ 
tal projects that are continuing 
to pop up. 

“We’re going to be asking 
for more grants soon,” she 
added. “With these latest ones 
though, we’re starting to real¬ 
ize that maybe what we’re 
doing really is the right thing.” 



FESS HOLDS FALL FAIR 

Raj Basnet showcases some of his crafts and clothing at Fort Erie Secondary School’s third annual 
Fall Fair. The school’s gymnasium was filled with many vendors featuring baked goods, holiday gift 
ideas and clothing. Admission was a canned good item that was donated to Community Outreach 
Program Erie. Despite a less than favourable turnout, the day went well for most vendors who had 
the opportunity to get their name out there. 



Yvonne Hopkins, project co-ordinator of Friends of Fort Erie Creeks, holds up 
some of the new equipment the non-profit organization has purchased in order 
to make daily operations easier. 



Thank your friends and neighbours 
for their patronage over the past year 
and show them your Christmas Spirit 
by wishing everyone the best the 
season has to bring. 

PUBLICATION DATE: 
December 19 th 
DEADLINE DATE: 
December 14 th 


iTimes 

450 Garrison Rcl., Fort Erie 

905-871-1300 


Lynda Dubuc 
ext. 206 

Martha Lockwood 
ext. 205 
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School’s renovated 
library named after 
former teacher and 
literacy advocate 


Principal Tom Reynolds, far right, and Members of Heather Sorensen’s family gather outside Crystal 
Beach Public School’s renovated library last week. The former primary teacher at the school lost her 
battle with cancer and in honour of her dedication to literacy and the arts, the school named the 
library after her. 


hristmas ‘Dinner 
& ‘Dance Dirty 

Ik Wine, dine and dance the night away! 

1101 Dipietro St., Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 4j4 

The Italo-Canadian Club of Fort Erie is hosting a 
Christmas dinner and dance Friday, December 18 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the party will go right until 
11:30 p.m. A hot buffet dinner will be served at 8:30 p.m. 
There will be Latin line-dancing, plenty of door prizes and a 
fun dance contest with special pest Leochanno. 


Before .during and post meal 
in hot Latin beats: Cha Cha^Salsa, B^rn 
Merenpe, Bolero, BachatauocTCumbJ 
Fox Trot, Quickstep and TarantellfPfor.ar' 

Tickets for the full dinner and danse 

Kh 905-87*-6 


l take place with the best 
, Samba, *Swing, Matnbo, 
ngo, Polka, Waltz, 
^rounded dance event. 

age are *20, inch taxes. 


Don’t miss out, get your tickets early! 

ffirt Erie’s biggest Dance ebent 


GYea/t 


err, 


Celebrating 

25 YEARS in 2010 


RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
& UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Phone: 905 - 382-2565 

FREE ESTIMATES 
"Where quality and friendly service come first" 


Just outside one of the exits to 
the library is a new outdoor class¬ 
room. Sorensen was an avid gar¬ 
dener and Reynolds said an out¬ 
door classroom was a vision the 
school has had for a while which 
will tie into classes such as environ¬ 
mental studies. 

Sorensen taught there for 15 
years, leaving a lasting impression 
on all her students said her son 
Kurt Sorensen. 

“It’s perfect because mom 
enjoyed teaching thoroughly and 
loved the kids like they were her 
family as well,” he said. “Just seeing 
them grow and reading was so 
important to her and to have a 
library dedicated in her name 
means the world to us.” 

He said his favourite part of the 
dedication was t hink ing about the 
reaction his mother would have. 

“She was very modest and 
would have been overwhelmed by 
this very much so. Imagining her so 
happy again is really a treat to me.” 


When Crystal Beach Public 
School decided to renovate their 
library, it only seemed fitting to re¬ 
dedicate it to the school’s biggest 
literary supporter. 

Heather Sorensen was the 
school’s Grade 1/2 teacher before 
losing her battle with cancer. 
Principal Tom Reynolds said she 
was highly regarded inside the 
school and outside in the Crystal 
Beach community and to name the 
library after her was the least that 
could be done. 

“It epitomizes everything that 
Heather had a passion for in edu¬ 
cation, literacy, the arts and the 
beautification of the school.” 

The school unveiled a plaque 
reading “The Heather Sorensen 


“The library is the hub of the school 
when you’re talking about literacy. We 
want the kids to feel comfortable and 
that’s what Heather would have wanted 


-Tom Reynolds 

Memorial Library and Outdoor 
Classroom” last week during a 
small ceremony with some staff 
and Heather’s family members. 

The new room has been remod¬ 
eled over the last year with murals, 
new books, comfortable reading 
areas for the students, new suede 
chairs, new computers and lower 
shelves for the books to be placed 
on allowing easier access for the 
primary students. 

“The library is the hub of the 
school when you’re talking about 
literacy,” said Reynolds. “We want 
the kids to feel comfortable and 
that’s what Heather would have 
wanted too.” 
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News 



UNITED WAY TOUCHDOWN 

Maria’s Catering served a fabulous Luncheon for the United Way Wrap Up at the Italo-Canadian Club 
on November 25th. Special thanks to Tony and Maria Rainone, their staff and the members of the 
Italo-CanadianClub. Pictured above are Tony, Maria, their staff and volunteers. 



TREE LIGHTING IN CRYSTAL BEACH 

On Monday, about 60 people gathered at Queen’s Circle in Crystal Beach for a tree planting in 
memory of Cindy McCooey, who passed away in March of this year. Her mother Diane Nowicki, left, 
Ward 5 Coun. Martha Lockwood and mayor Doug Martin were on hand to remember McCooey. The 
tree was provided by Stevensville Lawn Service and the lights by Canadian Niagara Power. 


Three Cantors coming to town 


The Three Cantors are coming 
to town to perform at St. Paul's 
Anglican Church this Wednesday 
at 7:30 p.m. 

The group has been singing 
together since the 1990s, perform¬ 
ing from coast to coast in Canada. 
They have performed for the 
Governor General of Canada and 


have made numerous TV appear¬ 
ances. While touring across this 
vast nation a portion of the pro¬ 
ceeds from concerts benefits the 
Primate's Relief and Development 
Fund with 100 per cent of their CD 
sales going to the cause. 

Since 1996, the Three Cantors 
have raised more than $1 million. 


2)emd)efv d oft. Gluls 

32 Idylewylde Street, Fort Erie • 905-871-6704 


Saturday, December 5 th 

t. oMel/j Q$(wf)ping 2)ayl 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Don’t miss this Annual Tradition 
at St. Paul’s 




Wednesday, December 9 th 

01# 01w# QantW) iwGmMt 

7:30 pm 

Cost is $20.00 per person 
with the proceeds being shared between 
the Primates World Relief and Development 
Fund and COPE here in Fort Erie 


Sunday, December 20 th 

QardL GLiltkas 

This seasonal favourite liturgy 
which features the wonderful readings and 
music of Christmas is at 7:00 pm. 


Christmas Eve 
Thursday, December 24 th 

4:00 pm - A Special Service with children in mind 
8:00 pm - Choral Eucharist for Christmas 

Christmas Day 
Friday, December 25 th 

9:00 am - Communion for Christmas 
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News 


Santa adds two 
more dates to his 


local tour 


If your kids haven’t 
had a chance to tell Santa 
Claus in person what they 
want for Christmas there 
will be two opportunities 
today for them to do so. 

At Sears, inside the 
County Fair Mall, the 
jolly old elf will be on 
hand to visit with children 


who are excited about the 
upcoming holiday. He will 
be in the store from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Santa will also be at 
the Crystal Beach Public 
School today for the 
annual “Breakfast with 
Santa” event from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. 


Investors 

Group™ 


SOLUTIONS BUILT 
AROUND YOU " 

INVESTORS GROUP 



r/yvsi 


Colour Your World 


Free your 
extreme side. 

SHOW YOUR 
COLOURS! 



New Floor In An Area Of The House 
That Is Prone To Dampness? 

Try FAUS FLOOR! Laminate with the underpad already attachedl 
Or you could look at our Fabulous Selection of FIBERFL00R... 
No glue required, amazing deslgnsl 



STRUMMING UP SOME CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 

Members of the Midnight Blues Band before performing at the Royal Canadian Legion Br. 230’s Toys for Tots fundraiser 
last Saturday. The Niagara Falls- based group will be performing at the Ridgeway Legion every Friday evening. A handful 
of other musical acts also participated in the event. 



Shopping 
with St. Nick 

This is a busy time for year for 
Santa Claus but he still able to sched¬ 
ule an appearance today at St. Paul's 
Anglican Church on the Niagara 
Parkway. 

The annual "St. Nick's Shopping 
Day" event will take place from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. where parents and chil¬ 
dren can browse a variety of 
Christmas items. Come out and get 
some of your Christmas shopping 
done while enjoying a great local 
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Sports 


Halfway through season, Meteors hoping to continuosly improve 



Hayden Molen of the Meteors tries to get around a Wheatfield defender during Saturday’s home 
loss. Halfway through the season, the Meteors are in fifth place in the Golden Horseshoe Division. 


ONTARIO CONSERVATORY 
4 MUSIC 

present Hannah Connelly 

- Hannah Connelly has been chosen by 

Mr. Kelly at the O.C.O.M. to represent 
the O.C.O.M. for the month of 
December 2009. Hannah is only 6 yrs. 
old and has been studying with Mr. 

is a short period of time but Hannah has 





School in 


she is presently in Grade 1. Hannah's hobbies; 

Hamah, good luck in your future. 




Halfway through the season, the 
Fort Erie Junior B Meteors are once 
again riding the same old rollercoast- 

It’s been a season of ups and downs, 
beginning with an 0-11 start against 
teams in the same Golden Horseshoe 
Division to finishing 8-5 in their last 13 
games, heading into the second half of 
die season. 

The Meteors currendy sit in fifth 
place in the division with 19 points -11 
behind fourth-placed Stoney Creek, 
who also have five games in hand. 

It’s the position coach Yvan 
Charrois said he expects to be in 
around this time of year. 

“Considering our start, I think it’s 
safe to say we have greatly improved,” 
he said after the team’s most recent 
loss to Wheatfield on Saturday. “The 
goal from the get-go was to continu¬ 
ously progress throughout the year, 
work with our young guys and to keep 
chugging along everyday.” 

The 6-2 home loss suffered against 
the Blades was a blow to the team, rid¬ 
ing a three-game win streak, including 
wins against two powerhouse teams in 
the league. 

Charrois described the loss as “ter¬ 
rible” and blamed it on a lack of effort 
from his players. 

“We had a couple big wins against 
Thorold and Niagara Falls and I t hink 
the guys decided that if we just showed 
up we should get the two points. It 
doesn’t work that way. We need to play 




January zuiu please can 

Times 


Foitlrie 


905 - 871-3100 

Deadline January 4th, 2010 


60 minutes of hockey and put in a 
good effort against any team to be suc- 

In the five games the teams have 
met this season, Wheatfield has earned 
four wins. That statistic is something 
Charrois said he’s not proud of 

“We can’t lose to teams we can 
compete against. They are in the same 
boat as we are regarding the stand¬ 
ings,” he said. “We could have gotten a 
bit of separation, but because of the 
way we played we are all clumped 
together again.” 

The bottom four teams - Fort Erie, 
Welland, Wheatfield and Port 
Colbome - are all within two points of 
each other. The next game on the 
Meteors’ schedule is against Welland, 
which Charrois is calling their biggest 
game so far. 

It’s also the second trip back home 
for former Meteor Kevin Watts who 
was traded to Welland six weeks ago 
for Mackenzie McAvoy. 

McAvoy and Watts are both fitting 
in with their new clubs quite well. 

“I’m having a lot of fun with these 
guys and it’s getting easier to play with 
them as time goes on,” he said. “I’m 
pretty happy with where I am now, and 
I just hope I can continue to contribute 
on the scoreboard.” 
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Sports and Community 



Blue Devils kick off hockey 
season with tournament win 


WINE AND JAZZ NIGHT IN CRYSTAL BEACH 

Alistair Robertson, left, and Doug Mundy performing at the Spangle Grill in Crystal 
Beach last Saturday for the first Wine and Jazz Night, hosted by four different 
restaurants in the area. South Coast Cookhouse, Sneaker’s Tavern and the Crystal 
Chandelier also participated in the unique eevent. 


Carriers Wanted 



< Route: 2005 - Ridgeway - 43 Papers 

(Nigh, Gorham) 

< Route: 3003S - Stevensville - 25 Papers 

(Carver Street) 

< Route: 4001B - Ridgeway - 43 Papers 

(Prospect Pt., Yacht Harbour) 

< Route: 4006 - Crystal Beach - 47 Papers 

(Smalls, Glensprings, Hazelwood, Willowood, 
Cherry Hill, Rosewood) 

< Route: 4011 - Crystal Beach - 50-75 Papers 

(Terrace,Crystal Beach Dr., Lake) 


If you haven’t seen a listing advertised for your 
area, contact us & leave your name, address & 
telephone number and we will call you if 
one becomes available. 

If interested call Petrina at 

905 - 871-3100 ext. 201 


Ridgeway-Crystal Beach 
High School (RCBHS) 
kicked off their boys’ hock¬ 
ey season the right way with 
an early season tournament 
win this week. 

The second annual tour¬ 
nament was played at the 
Crystal Ridge Community 
Centre and featured schools 
from all over the District 
School Board of Niagara. 

RCBHS got out to a 
rough start, finis hing fourth 


in the pre limin ary rounds 
after losing to both E.L. 
Crossley and West Park by a 
score of 4-0. 

Coach Richard 

MacKinnon said it wasn’t 


the st 


t he w 


g for 


Bricks u 

If you have a brick or bouquet send it to (j 

editorial@forterietimes.com or phone 905-871-3100, 
ext. 210 and leave a message 


Bouquet 

To the senior couple 
who could see that I was 
having difficulty with my 
shopping cart and manag¬ 
ing my groceries when I 
was recovering from sur¬ 
gery and it was hard to 
move around. The couple 
helped me load my car 
and return my cart. Thank 
you so much, you have no 
idea how much it was 
appreciated. 

Brick 

A very large and loud 
brick to the persons who 
think that they should 
hammer on the drums 
and wail on guitars when 
the rest of the neighbour¬ 
hood is trying to sleep. 
Come on, the by-law says 
no loud noise after 11 

Brick 

To The people that 
think that everyone in 
their neighborhood wants 
to listen to their lousy 
music at all hours of the 
day and night. Get some 
headphones if you want 


to lose your hearing and 
let your neighbors have 
some peace and quiet. 


To my boss at a local 
retirement home. You are 
the best boss I’ve ever 
had and you make going 
into work a pleasure and 
something I look forward 
to everyday. 

Brick 

To people who don’t 
adjust to the change in 
weather while driving. 
People need to realize it 
isn’t summer anymore 
and that it is important to 
reduce your speed and 
drive with extra caution 
when there is snow on the 
ground. 

Brick 

To people who buy, sell 
and wear clothing made 
from animal furs. I 
thought less people were 
doing this but apparently 
not as I have seen a sale 
for fur items advertised 
on a roadside sign locally. 
I can’t believe people still 
do this. 
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and knew his team i 
in tough against the first- 
seeded E.L. Crossley 
Cyclone. 

“It put us in a tough spot 
and the boys knew it was 
going to be a big game in 
which everyone had to work 

And work hard they did. 

The Blue Devils were 
down 1-0 in the semi-final 
game during the majority of 
the contest. It wasn’t until 
some late-game heroics by 
veteran Matt Woehl knot¬ 
ted the game at one with 
less than 90 seconds left in 
the game. 

Woehl wasn’t done there 
as the Blue Devils weren’t 
content on sending the 
game to overtime. 

“As soon as I scored that 
goal, I knew we were going 
to win,” said Woehl. “That 
was all that was going 
through my head. Our team 
was excited and their whole 
bench was down and we 

With 16 seconds remain¬ 
ing, Woehl again showed his 
coaches why he deserved as 
much playing time as possi¬ 
ble by netting the game- 
winner after tipping in a 
shot from the point. 

Still riding an emotional 
win, RCBHS found them¬ 
selves in the championship 
game against West Park 
later on the afternoon. 

The Blue Devils jumped 
out to a quick 4-1 lead and 


were holding a 5-2 lead 
before a miniature collapse. 

MacKinnon called West 
Park the deepest team in 
the tournament and they 
showed their resilience by 
fighting their way back into 
the game and tying it up at 
five a piece in the third peri¬ 
od. 

“The boys kept saying 
the right things on the 
bench. They knew they had 
to keep grinding out there 
and plugging away but 
despite that, the Warriors 
came back,” said 
MacKinnon. “We knew they 
wouldn’t be a team to roll 
over and die.” 

With 1:15 remaining in 
the third and the Blue 
Devils killing off a penalty, 
Mackinnon said he knew he 
had to have his most clutch 
player out on the ice. The 
decision paid off when 
Woehl scored the eventual 
game-winner. RCBHS 
would eventually add an 
empty netter and took the 


When the final buzzer 
sounded, the Blue Devils’ 
bench cleared and the team 
stormed goaltender Connor 
MacKinnon who stood on 
his head all tournament 
keeping RCBHS alive. 

Coach MacKinnon said 
he hopes his team gains a lit¬ 
tle bit more confidence with 
the tournament win as they 
are about to open up their 
regular season this week. 

The team’s Most 
Valuable Player award went 
to Matt Riddell. 

He and Woehl con¬ 
tributed a majority of the 
points the Blue Devils 



















dassifiedextra.ca 


st trusted print and online classifieds network 
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a Vacation , , y E 
Travel E 


j Announcements 


Place it on dassifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: forterietimes.classifiedextra.c 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@classifiedextra.c< 


GENERATOR, COLE- 



SELL IT FAST! 
CALL 

CLASSIFIED 

1-866-541-6757 


Lessons 
& Training 




ds body work, $9; 
. (905)892-8014. 


Call (905)991-8652 


RECREATIONAL 

VEHICLES 



^ P 
David (905)ML4698* 


AVAILABLE JAN. 1ST 

al(s). Completely 


@05)871-4918! S1 


CRYSTAL BEACH' 

Musive.289-876-8M5 5 


75 + gas an 
05)994-71 


ompleted. $900 + ut 
es (905)894-6585. ns4 



General t 
Employment 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

dassifiedextra.ca 
strongly recommends 
that readers - 


loney 


response to Employ¬ 
ment or Job Oppor¬ 
tunity advertisements. 


General t 
Employment 


CHRISTMAS CASH 


General a 
E mployment 


STONEY CREEK Ga- 


looking for truck & 

4th yr. apprentice. Top 
wages & benefits paid. 
Call (905)541-7292 or 
(905)9617737. Fax 


)r other happy events 

Call Classified 
1-866-541-6757 


Legal 

Notices 


Legal 

Notices 


Halls/ 

Wedding Rentals 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS 

In the estate of Norman Robert PerretL late of the Townof 

All claims against the estate of Norman Robert Perrett, 
late of the Town of Fort Erie, in the Regional Municipality 
of Niagara, who died on or about May 6,2009, must be 
filed with the undersigned personal representative on or 
before December 22, 2009; thereafter, the undersigned 
will distribute the assets of the said estate having regard 
only to the claims then filed. 

DATED this 19th day of November, 2009. 


1222 Garrison Road 
Fort Erie, Ontario L2A1P1 
Phone 905-871-4556 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS 

In the estate of Harrv James Nash, late of the Town of Fort 
Erie, in the Regional Municipality of Niagara, deceased. 
All claims against the estate of Harry James Nash, late 
of the Town of Fort Erie, in the Regional Municipality 
of Niagara, who died on or about October 27, 2009, 

on or before December 22, 2009; thereafter, the 
undersigned will distribute the assets of the said estate 
having regard only to the claims then filed. 

DATED this 17th day of November, 2009. 


JoUwOffi^of Richard S.Ht 

1222 Garrison Road 
Fort Erie, Ontario L2A1P1 




Legal 

Notices 

A900 


1 Legal 

Notices 


Fort Erie 
Luxury Apartment? 




Apartments* 


LOWER MODERN APARTMENT 

1 1100 sq.ft, wood and tile floors. 2 
bedrooms and computer room. Included 
are stove, fridge, dishwasher, gas fire¬ 
place, laundry and central air. Adult style 
of living and no pets. Location is 43 
Murray St. First and last required, 
$800.00/month plus utilities. Please call 
Hank at 905-329-4828 or 905-871 -4179. 


Fort Erie 

?Vill 


LOWER APARTMENT 

With 1200 sq.ft, with 1 bedroom. Included 
are stove, fridge, dishwasher, gas fire¬ 
place and laundry room. Adult style of 
living and no pets. Location is 139 Battery 
St. First and last required. $700.00/month 
plus utilities except water. Please call 
Hank at 905-329-4828 or 905-871-4179. 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS 

In the estate of Gordon Evender Crawley, late of the Town of 
Fort Erie, in the Regional Municipality of Niagara, deceased. 
All claims against the estate of Gordon Evender Crawley, late 
of the Town of Fort Erie, in the Regional Municipality of 
Niagara, who died on or about September 12,2009, must be 
filed with the undersigned personal representative on or before 
December 22,2009; thereafter, die undersigned will distribute 

then filed. 

DATED this 17th day of November, 2009. 

Judy Alison ReicEel, Executor 

Lawyer: D. James Jacobi 

c/o Law Office of Richard S. Haliuda 


Phone 905-871-4556 


Fax 905-871-5215 


NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND OTHERS 

The Estate Trustee for the Estate of JOHN 
ALEXANDER MURPHY, late of the Town of Fort 
Erie, in the Regional Municipality of Niagara, who died 
on the 3rd day of May, 2009, will distribute the assets of 
his estate after the 19th day of December, 2009, having 
regard only to the claims of creditors and others filed on 
or before that date with the undersigned. 

DATED at the City of Niagara Falls, this 18 th day of 


James A. Sissons 

MARTIN SHEPPARD FRASER LLP 

Barristers & Solicitors 

4701 St. Clair Avenue, 2nd Floor 

P.O.Box 900 

Niagara Falls, ON L2E6V7 


Follow 

classifiedextraxa 


MUif 


for classified updates 

employment, autos, real estate, 
rentals, classified news and more! 
twitter.com/classifiedextra 
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CS^nnouncements 


NOTO, Sam - 

family and friends who offered assistance 
and support after the loss of Sam Noto. 
Special thanks to the pallbearers; to Jim, 
Jane and Annemarie for the readings and 
the 3 wonderful priests that celebrated 
Sam’s Mass. To the altar servers, choir and 
to the ladies that prepared the luncheon 
Thank you”. We greatly appreciate all of 
the care that he received from the First 
Responders, and Doctors and Nurses in the 
Niagara Peninsula Hospitals. Sincere 


the Williams Funeral Home. A special thank 
you to Larry Williams for his understanding 
and guidance during this hard time in our 
lives. To all that sent food, flowers, cards, 
requested Masses and made donations in 
Sam’s Memory a most sincere 'Thank you". 
To all that have expressed their concern 
and offered their friendship and support, 
words cannot express our gratitude. 

The Family of Sam Noto. 


ROLSTON, Brad - The family of Brad wish 
to thank the family and friends who helped 
us during our loss. Thank you for the visits, 
donations, support and love. To the “earthly 


diate family a big hug for you all. Special 
thanks to the Williams Funeral Home, Sher- 
kston Brethem In Christ Church, Peter Ken- 
tie, my co-workers at the Niagara Region, 
Robyns co-workers and Sally from A&W., 
and the S-Bend Restaurant for the Pizza & 
Wings. Maggie, Robyn and Rachel. 




memoriam 


CHARLES H. HANES 

Who passed way December 8,1987. 

It’s been awhile that you’ve been gone. 

Your family’s here still holding on. 
Missing your presence more each day. 
Hoping that you know in some way. 
How much you mean to your family 
every single day. 

A kind and loving father - never forgotten. 




Call 1-866-541-6757 Today 


i memoriam 


ERIC WOOD 

In memory of our son, grandson, 
nephew and cousin who left us 3 years 
ago, December 1,2006. 
Another year has come and gone. 
And yet you still are near. 

We see your smile and hear your laugh. 
And wish that you were here. 

Our lives go on without you. 

But nothing is the same. 

We have to hide our heartaches. 
When someone speaks your name. 
The special years will not return. 
When we were all together. 


But with the love within our hearts. 
You will walk with us forever. 
We miss you Eric, 

Gram and all your family. 


Larry Kline - December 8,2004 

It’s been 5 years since God called you home, 
Forever your spirit on this earth will roam. 
You touched the heart of all those you knew, 
The love that you shared helped us through. 
As a father, you raised you son with pride, 
He always thrived with you by his side. 

As a grandfather you couldn't be beat. 
With your granddaughters, always so sweet. 

— and the love you 


ou Larry, an 
ed and as £ 


MOM 

In loving memory of our Mom and 
Ohma, Sharon Sweeting. 

It’s been a year since you’ve passed. 
There isn’t a day*' * -* 


here isn’t a day that goes by that 
;e don’t think of you. We miss you 
and we’re thankful for the love and 
kindness that you have shown. 


SHARON SWEETING 

In loving memory of my beautiful 
wife Sharon. 

Sadly missed by Howard and family. 


SIVILOTTI 

In memory of my beloved husband, 
Enzo Sivilotti, who passed away on 
December 4th, 2006. 
Lovingly remembered 
and missed every day. 

Kathryn and family. 


There are times and events in one’s life 
that can be eye opening and inspiring. 
I recently had the privilege of witness¬ 
ing one. A man, who I am proud to call 
my friend, had been diagnosed with 
cancer and from day one he faced it 
with optimism, courage and a threshold 
for pain that I cannot comprehend and 
all the while concerned for his family 
and friends. Anyone fortunate enough 
to have been acquainted with this man 
should be aware of the courage and 
strength shown by him facing his own 
mortality. JOHN STECKLEY, a true 
hero. You will be remembered. 


Long days, long nights, you bore the pain 

And hoped for cure, but all in vain 

Then God decided what was best, 

He took you home and gave you rest. 

Your presence we miss, 

Your memory we treasure; 

Loving you always, 

Forgetting you never. 

Memoriam Verse #49 

To remem^lo™dOTe™t^ verse 

Call 1-866-541-6757 Today 




memoriam 



TONY FREDO 

In loving memory of a Dear Brother, 
Uncle, Husband, Father 
and Grandfather who passed away 
December 2,2004. 

Sadly missed and forever thought of 
by those who loved you. 

His Family. 


WARREN SOMERVILLE 

December 7,2008 
He had a smile, a pleasant way, 
a helping hand to all he knew. 

He was so kind, so generous and true, 
on earth he nobly did his best, grant 
him, Jesus heavenly rest. 

Sadly missed and loved by 
Donna & Jim, John & Brenda, 
Tara & Brendon, 

Olivia, Rylan, Ava, Jeremy, Soleil 


WARREN SOMERVILLE 

In laving memory of my wonderful husbai 
who passed away one year ago 
on December 7,2008. 

Honey my life goes on without YOU, bu 
nothing is the same. I have to hide my 


rtache when someone speaks your 
is. SAD is my heart that loves YOU, 
it tears that fall living my life without 
you. The hardest part of all is that you did 
so many things for me, your heart was 
kind and true, when I needed someone, I 
could always count on YOU. The special 
years will not return that we have had to¬ 
gether BUT with the love within my heart, 
YOU will walk with me forever. 

Love, you forever Joanne xoxoxo 


and grandfather who passed away one 
year ago on December 7,2008. 

We miss you now, our hearts are sore. 
As time goes by we miss you more. 
Your loving smile, your gentle face, 


_fill your vacant place. 

You’re sadly missed along life's way, 
quietly remembered every day. 

No longer in our lives to share 
but in our hearts you are ALWAYS there. 


Brian, Lindsey, Kelsey and Tom xoxoxo 



'y\A lat Is The difference?- 


NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES is licenced to pro¬ 
vide the public with a more affordable option than the tradi¬ 
tional licenced "Funeral Home." 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES meets with the family 
to provide information for the death registration and assist with 
arranging memorial services and/or disposition of the ashes 
burial of th- 


buriafof the casket. 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES provides proof of death 
certificates and the applications for Canadian Pension Death ben¬ 
efits and spouses allowance. 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES does not provide 
embalming (embalming is not required by law). 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES provides full pre-ar¬ 
rangement and/or prepayment planning at no cost. 


7/V7, 
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HOI IKH HO! 


It’s true! I’ve just received word from the North Pole that I’ve officially 
been named one of Santa’s Helpers. 

With this special assignment comes the power for me to do something 
very special for you.... 

From now until December 31st, I am going to give you a $500 cash re¬ 

bate on any new heating and air conditioning s ystem that you buy from 
me. * This is cash you can use to pay for holiday gifts, travel, or whatever 
you like. 

Think about this. If your system is older-even if it’s still running you’re 
probably heating and cooling your home on borrowed time and paying more 
for utilities than you need to. 

But at this time of year, who really wants to think about anew furnace and 
air conditioner, right? 

That’s why I’m pleased Santa has asked for my help. In addition to the 
$500 cash-in-your-pocket rebate, here’s what else you could get: 


\) sp end however y A ou Ike ;, 


Call (905)346-3511 right now to make an appointment for your no-cost, 
no-obligation needs analysis and replacement estimate. The sooner you 
call, the sooner I could give you the $500 rebate that you can use anyway 
you want as an early present from Santa. And here’s one more thing Santa 
asked me to do. 

So, if your furnace and air conditioner are older, don’t let buying holiday 
gifts keep you from buying the system you need. 



n Up to $2,650 in additional rebates from the Provincial & 

Federal Government, plus up to $1,350 for Home Renovation Tax 
Credit.** 

44 $0 down, 0% APR interest, 0 payments for 6 full months-you don’t 
™ pay a penny all winter.*** 

44 After 6 months, low weekly financing payments from $24 per week. 
V* (19.9% APR).*** 

44 If you are one of the first 79 customers to purchase and install a new 
* ’ heating and air conditioning system from us and choose to apply for 
government ecoEnergy rebates, we will schedule and pay for your 
initial ecoEnergy audit. ($300 value).* 

sajHS 

*g jjjpASS£-"**" a 

1980 Hwy. #20, Fonthill J| 

905 - 346-3511 W 


Buy before December 31 §t and g et... 

$500 cash rebate to spend however you like. 

44 Up to $2,650 in additional rebates from the Provincial & Federal 
» ' Government, plus up to $1,350 for Home Renovation Tax Credit.** 

■ $0 down, 0% APR inter 
pay a penny all winter.* 

44 After 6 months, low weekly financing payments from $24 per week. 
V» (19.9%APR)*** 

44 Potentially lower heating and cooling costs from newer more 
» * energy- efficient equipment. 


* heating and air conditioning system from us and choose to apply for 
government ecoEnergy rebates, we will schedule and pay for your 
initial ecoEnergy audit. ($300 value). 




If yo u’re co n ce r ne d yo ur furnace won’t ma k e it t hro ugh t he w i nter and 

y ou’d like to reduce y our utility bill?, now is the time to act and got a $5QQ 


Just call me Santa’s Helper and call me today at (905)346-3511. 



EW!tWm@ opi 

Towards Service Repair OR Precision Safety Tune-UP \ 

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Not valid on timed service options or after hours s 
Cannot be combined with other offers. One coupon per customer. No cash value. Expires Jan. 15, 

“We’re Always On Time...Or You Don’t Pay A Dime”™ 

© 2009 Clockwork Hoi 



0 you have an old furnace? Go to www.mrfumacesonehour.com 
for your chance to win a new gas furnace or a furnace tune-up. 
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